Year 6 Spring Term

· Your child will need their reading book in school daily. 
· In the front of their homework book is a beading log that we encourage is filled out. Please encourage reading at home as much as possible.
· Homework goes out on a Friday and needs to be returned by the following Thursday in order for it to be marked. 
· If your child requires help with homework, an adult is always available at break time and dinnertime every day. Just come and ask! 
· Remember that homework is very important; your child will need to do a lot of it at high school, so it is good for them to be prepared for this. 
· P.E kits need to be in school on a Thursday and Friday 
· Please ensure that your child has a water bottle to keep hydrated during the day 
· Children will have their individualised spellings weekly. Please encourage your child to practise as these spellings address any gaps in their learning. Children should bring their spellings packs to school everyday.
· Please encourage children to use Timestable Rockstars at home as much as possible. 

Year 6 Curriculum for this half term
Your child will be doing these targets at their level– so it may look different in their books depending on what level your child is at. 

Maths
Your child will be taught:
· Fractions
· Decimals
· Percentages 
· Measurements – converting units and perimeter, area and volume
· Geometry – position and direction
· Statistics
· Ratio and Proportion
· Algebra
Children will take part in weekly mental arithmetic and Times Table Rockstar sessions. Reasoning and problem solving will be an integral part of maths where children will be able to use skills and knowledge from other areas of maths within each unit. 

English
Our focus text will be the Wallace and Gromit: Cracking Contraptions book. Children will develop their skills in writing formal explanation texts. We will be reading and analysing these texts and producing a variety of writing. GPS (Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling) will be incorporated into these lessons.
For your child to achieve the expected level at the end of Year 6 in their writing, they must be joining their handwriting. This will be practised at school and should be encouraged at home. The spellings that your child is learning should be used within their work.

Additional Year 6 Writing Targets:

· Use a wide range of cohesive devices within and across paragraphs (e.g., conjunctions, adverbials, pronouns).
· Vary sentence structures, including the use of complex sentences and different clause types.
· Use accurate punctuation, including semi-colons, colons, dashes, and hyphens where appropriate.
· Maintain consistent tense and viewpoint throughout a piece of writing.
· Use ambitious vocabulary and figurative language to enhance meaning and engage the reader.
· Organise ideas logically, using paragraphs effectively for clarity and flow.
· Apply spelling rules and patterns from the Year 5/6 statutory word list accurately.
· Edit and improve writing by checking for clarity, accuracy, and impact.
· Write for a range of purposes and audiences, adapting tone and style appropriately.

Reading
Our child will be taking part in Whole Class Reading daily. They will read a range of different texts and be taught a variety of reading skills, including how to answer comprehension questions effectively. At present, our class guided reading book is The Missing by Michael Rose, and we will soon move on to Holes by Louis Sachar.

Year 6 Reading Curriculum Targets include:

· Read and discuss a wide range of fiction, non-fiction, poetry, and plays, including modern and classic texts.
· Identify and discuss themes and conventions in and across books.
· Make comparisons within and across texts, considering characters, settings, and plots.
· Draw inferences about characters’ feelings, thoughts, and motives, and justify these with evidence from the text.
· Predict what might happen next based on details stated and implied.
· Summarise main ideas from more than one paragraph and identify key details that support them.
· Evaluate how authors use language, including figurative language, to create impact.
· Distinguish between fact and opinion and identify bias in texts.
· Retrieve, record, and present information from non-fiction texts accurately.
· Provide reasoned justifications for views, using evidence from the text.

Science
Living things and their habitats 
Your child will be taught to:
· describe how living things are classified into broad groups according to common observable characteristics and based on similarities and differences, including micro-organisms, plants and animals
· give reasons for classifying plants and animals based on specific characteristics

Electricity 
Your child will be taught to:

· Associate the brightness of a lamp or the volume of a buzzer with the number and voltage of cells used in the circuit.
· Compare and give reasons for variations in how components function, including the brightness of bulbs, the loudness of buzzers, and the on/off position of switches.
· Use recognised symbols when representing a simple circuit in a diagram.

PE
PE will be led by our PE coach and will take place on a Thursday and Friday afternoon. PE is a compulsory part of the curriculum. Can you please ensure you child attends school on these days wearing sports attire and that they are wearing no jewellery. 
Religious Education and PSHE, Art and DT, French, Computing
· During Religious Education this half term, your child will be learning about Christianity exploring Christian beliefs in eternity and examining whether Christianity is still a strong religion 2000 years after Jesus was on Earth. 
· During PSHE (Jigsaw) your child will be learning about their dreams and goals and how to stay healthy. 
· In Art lessons during spring term there will be a focus on still life. Children will create a still life composition and study a number of artists in order to use their influence to experiment with a variety of different techniques and materials.
· In French we will continue to look at ‘Locations’. 
· DT – we will design and make a soft toy. 
· Computing - Our focus for spring 1 is to make a website based on WW2.  

If you have any questions or concerns please do not hesitate to come and see me. 	
Thank you for your continued support

Mrs Groves
